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For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Philippians 3:20)
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Pathway to Citizenship
When I was a boy, I once found myself sitting 

in a courtroom witnessing a scene I did not fully 
understand. There, I saw my father and several 
others standing before a judge draped in a black 
robe, with his powerful voice echoing through the 
courtroom.

On that momentous day, a federal judge granted 
my father citizenship in the United States of 
America. Years later, I came to see the significance 
of that event—my father had received a new 
identity in a new realm. Although he was not born 
an American, on that day he became one through 
a pathway to citizenship.

American citizenship is valuable, but there 
is another infinitely more valuable, one that 
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transcends all others. I am referring to citizenship 
in God’s eternal kingdom, known as the “Kingdom 
of Heaven.”

Are you a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven? 
If you have not trusted in Jesus Christ, then the 
answer is “No.” You belong to another kingdom.

How can I find the pathway to citizenship in 
the Kingdom of Heaven?

Jesus said it plainly:

 “I am the door; if anyone enters through 
Me, he will be saved….” (John 10:9)

There are only two spiritual kingdoms—the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the kingdom of darkness. 
We are all born citizens of the kingdom of darkness, 
in a lost and dying world. It is only through faith 
in Jesus Christ that we find rescue.

God’s Word, the Bible, reveals the unseen 
spiritual realm, including spiritual citizenship:

For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3:20)

For He [God] rescued us from the domain 
of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son [Christ], 
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in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:13–14)

Christ is the only pathway to citizenship in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

How can I live forever?

Everybody will live forever. The question is: 
“Where and with whom?”

Will you live in heaven with God, the Author of 
life, as a citizen of His eternal kingdom? Or will 
you remain a citizen of the kingdom of darkness 
and live with Satan, the author of death, whose 
place of eternal destruction is called “hell”?

Consider Christ’s words:

“My sheep listen to My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me; and 
I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish; and no one will snatch 
them out of My hand.” (John 10:27–28)

Christ is the only way to eternal life with God.

Does God even care about me?

The world tells you that you’re nothing. You’re 
an accident—the product of random, evolutionary 
chance. You’re a beast of the field that somehow 
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shed its fur, gained opposable thumbs, and 
wandered out of the jungle. You may have come 
to walk upright and live in a concrete jungle, but 
your identity remains that of an animal. This is the 
heartless, hopeless message of a world lost in the 
kingdom of darkness.

God says, “But you are something! You’re 
everything—everything to Me! I love you! I’ve 
always loved you.”

For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only Son [Christ], so that everyone 
who believes in Him will not perish, but 
have eternal life. (John 3:16)

Yes, God cares about you. He loves you!

How do I know God loves me?

As the ultimate act of love, Jesus—God in the 
flesh—died not just for you, but instead of you. He 
voluntarily gave His life in your place, to pay for 
your sins, as the sinless substitute.

Jesus’ words are beyond profound:

“I am the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep.” (John 10:11)
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“Greater love has no one than this, that a 
person lay down his life for his friends.” 
(John 15:13)

You know that God loves you because Jesus, 
the God-Man, gave His life for all of us: the Just 
for the unjust, the Righteous for the unrighteous.

What is so special about God’s love?

There is an enormous difference between God’s 
love and the world’s love. The world’s love is “me” 
focused, where the love of God is “you” focused.

Today, we see the word “love” on all kinds of 
products: T-shirts, coffee-mugs, jewelry, etc. The 
world’s love is shallow and empty, with its focus 
being the unholy trinity of “me, myself, and I.” 
What do I want? Whom do I want? What’s in it 
for me?

God’s love, on the other hand, is selfless and 
beyond anything you can imagine. God’s love is 
“you” focused. Out of the largesse of His love, He 
sacrificed His Son to deliver us from the judgment 
for sin.

In this is love: not that we have loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. (1 John 4:10) (NET)
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A world that is numb to sin sees Jesus’ sacrifice 
as needless and worthless. But the person who 
wants forgiveness from God sees Jesus’ sacrifice 
as selfless love for helpless sinners.

God’s love acts on behalf of its object: you! 
Please understand how valuable you are to God. 
You matter to God, immeasurably!

God’s love is fundamentally different than 
anything you know.

Do my sins exclude me from God’s love?

The wonder of God is that He loves you not 
because of who you are, but despite who you are. 
God loves sinners, though we are His enemies.

For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death 
of His Son, much more, having been 
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
(Romans 5:10)

But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

No, your sins do not exclude you from God’s 
love.
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Why do I need a Savior?

Sin runs deep in each one of us. In fact, we are 
born sinners.

No one teaches a two-year old to say, “No” to 
his mother. It’s natural, normal. And parents expect 
it, because they, themselves, are like the two-year 
old: rebels at heart. We inherit a sinful nature from 
our parents, who, in turn, inherited it from their 
parents, and so on, all the way back to Adam.

Therefore, just as through one man 
[Adam] sin entered into the world, and 
death through sin, and so death spread 
to all mankind, because all sinned. 
(Romans 5:12)

Sadly, we prove the reality of our inherited 
sin-nature by committing our own personal sins 
in thought, word, and deed. We have all fallen short 
of God’s perfect standard of holiness.

As it is written: There is no righteous 
person, not even one. (Romans 3:10)

For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

Sin puts us under the condemnation of a just 
God, exposing us to an eternity of death and divine 
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judgment. Only through Christ do we find the 
way out.

For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gracious gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

You need a Savior because, by nature, you are 
a sinner, just like the rest of us.

Cań t I earn salvation by doing enough good 
deeds to outweigh my bad deeds, my sins?

Sin is like a virus that infects everything about 
us—even our “good” deeds are polluted. What we 
think is good is, in fact, filth before a holy God.

For all of us have become like one who 
is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment... (Isaiah 64:6)

God offers salvation as a free gift that is neither 
earned nor deserved. In grace, He offers salvation 
to all who will accept it through the simple, humble 
act of faith.

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8–9)

PathwayCitizenship_mst.indd   12PathwayCitizenship_mst.indd   12 12/8/2025   6:57:58 AM12/8/2025   6:57:58 AM



13

No, you cannot earn salvation. Your good deeds 
can never outweigh your sins.

Is there a way to get “right with God” other 
than through Jesus?

Jesus is the only pathway to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. He is our only access to God and to God’s 
home, what the Bible calls “heaven.”

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” (John 14:6)

And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under heaven 
that has been given among mankind by 
which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

No, there is no other way to get “right with God” 
other than through Jesus.

How do I know that Jesus is the way?

The proof that Jesus Christ is the only way to 
God is that He was raised from the dead. Do you 
understand that? Jesus is not dead!

Jesus’ resurrection is what makes Christianity 
fundamentally unique, distinct from all other 
religions. Jesus is the only person to be raised from 
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the dead, never to die again. No other person can 
make that claim.

Listen to His breathtaking words:

Do not be afraid; I am the first and the 
last, and the living One; and I was dead, 
and behold, I am alive forevermore…. 
(Revelation 1:17–18)

Today, Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father 
with flesh and bones that have been remade for the 
eternal Kingdom of Heaven.

The angel said to the women [at Jesus’ 
tomb], “Do not be afraid; for I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who has 
been crucified. He is not here, for He has 
risen, just as He said. Come, see the place 
where He was lying.” (Matthew 28:5–6)

When He [Jesus] had made purification 
of sins, He sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high [the Father], having 
become as much better than the angels, 
as He has inherited a more excellent 
name than they. (Hebrews 1:3–4)

Jesus willingly gave His life as payment for 
our sins, to satisfy a holy God’s demand for justice 
against sin. Shortly before He died on the cross of 
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Calvary, Jesus declared, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) 
Three days later, God raised Him from the dead.

The resurrection is God’s “Amen” to Jesus’ “It 
is finished”! The resurrection is God’s receipt for 
Jesus’ payment for our sins. The resurrection is 
the evidence that Christ conquered death on our 
behalf.

Again, listen to His powerful words of hope:

I am the resurrection and the life; the 
one who believes in Me will live even 
if he dies, and everyone who lives and 
believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” (John 11:25–26)

Jesus’ resurrection is the evidence that He is the 
only way to God.

So, what must I do to be saved?

This is the question that echoes down the 
corridors of time. And it is a question that only a 
holy, righteous God can answer because, in the end, 
He is the One whom we have offended by sin. We 
need God’s forgiveness for our sins.

Almost 2,000 years ago, a desperate jailer asked 
the Apostle Paul, “what must I do to be saved?” 
Paul’s response was plain and simple: “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved...” (Acts  16:31).
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He who believes in Him [Christ] is not 
judged; the one who does not believe has 
been judged already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. (John 3:18)

In order to be saved—forgiven of your sins—
you must believe in the sinless Savior, Jesus Christ.

What does it mean “to believe in Jesus”?

In the Scripture, “believing” is not merely the idea 
of thinking that someone or something exists. It is the 
idea of “trusting in, having faith in, relying upon.”

These are all different ways of saying the same 
thing—you must trust that Jesus paid for your sins 
and that He is your only access to God. Jesus is 
the only way to gain citizenship in the Kingdom 
of Heaven.

Today is the day of salvation! Don’t wait! Tell God 
that you are trusting in Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins and the gift of eternal life. In that instant, 
you will be delivered from divine judgment, and 
you will be given new life—everlasting life as the 
child of God.

But as many as received Him [Jesus], 
to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe 
in His name, who were born, not of blood 
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nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. (John 1:12–13)

To “believe in Jesus” means to trust, have faith 
in, rely upon Him for your salvation.

What happens if I refuse to believe in Jesus?

Although God is loving and gracious, He is also 
righteous and wrathful. In fact, the “wrath of God” 
is mentioned over 600 times in the Bible.

God takes no pleasure in destroying the 
unbeliever, but He does it without hesitation.

The one who believes in the Son [Christ] 
has eternal life; but the one who does not 
obey the Son [by refusing to believe] will 
not see life, but the wrath of God remains 
on him. (John 3:36)

Make no mistake, eternal damnation awaits the 
person who dies without having accepted God’s 
offer of eternal life. That person has rejected the 
pathway to citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven 
and remains a citizen of the kingdom of darkness 
forever.

And if anyone’s name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:15)
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These people will pay the penalty of 
eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of His power. (2 Thessalonians 1:9)

If you refuse to believe in Jesus, you will 
suffer God’s eternal wrath in hell. Hell is the lake 
of fire where God’s enemies will endure eternal 
destruction.

As a new child of God, a believer, what now?

If you have trusted in Christ for your salvation, 
then praise God! You have been born anew, born 
into God’s royal family.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ has been born of God... 
(1 John 5:1).

As a child of God, your salvation is secure, and 
you are protected by God’s almighty grip (John 
10:28–29). God has granted you citizenship in His 
Kingdom of Heaven.

This new citizenship affords you heavenly 
privileges and responsibilities. As a new believer, 
you must learn to walk with God in your daily 
life. To do this, you must pursue His Word and His 
ways, which you can discover only in the Bible. 
The Bible is the timeless revelation of the living 
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God. It is where you find “the mind of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 2:16).

God has a plan for your life, but you cannot know 
it or live it without faith in Him. You have been 
saved by faith, and now you must walk by faith.

For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
(2 Corinthians 5:7)

And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for the one who comes to 
God must believe that He exists, and that 
He proves to be One who rewards those 
who seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6)

Ask God to provide you a church that will 
faithfully teach His Word from the Bible, so that 
you may “grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

As a new believer, you need to find a Bible 
teaching church, learn God’s Word, and live it.
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